
Flight 
 

Some evidence has been introduced to the effect that the defendant 
fled/attempted to flee after the commission of the offense. The State is allowed to show 
flight on the part of the accused. You should first determine whether the defendant did in 
fact flee/attempt to flee. If you find that the defendant fled/attempted to flee, then you 
must determine whether the defendant fled/attempted to flee from a consciousness of 
guilt or if there was some other reason. If you determine that the flight, if any, was from a 
consciousness of guilt, then the flight is a circumstance which might tend to infer guilt on 
the part of the defendant and may be considered along with the other evidence in the 
case. On the other hand, if you find that the defendant fled/attempted to flee, not 
because of a consciousness of guilt, but because of some other reason, then the flight, if 
any, should not be considered as any indication of or inference of guilt. Whether the 
defendant did in fact flee/attempt to flee and the reason for the flight, if any, is to be 
determined by you from the evidence. 

 
[Read as appropriate]: The fact that the defendant voluntarily surrendered in no 

way affects the right of the State of Alabama to offer evidence of flight prior to such 
surrender. However, if the State of Alabama offers evidence of flight, then the defendant 
is entitled to prove that he/she thereafter voluntarily surrendered. 
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